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FKELIHINARY MEARIN9 IN HAYNEVILLE IN THIS CAFT. MATTER 
1 STATE COURT FOUR TWENTY SIX SIXTYFIVE RESULTING IN SEVERANCE 
7 THE SUBJECTS CASES, TRIAL SCHEDULED FOR FIVE THREE SIXTYFIVE 
TR SUBJECT COLLIER LEROY VILKINS JR. 

DEFENOENTS REPRESENTED BY BIRMINGHAM ATTORNEY MATT MURPHY, , 
1TRODUCED NOT GUILTY PLEAS TO FIRST DEGREE MURDER {/ 
IARGES. MURPHY VAS AXIOUS TO PROCEED* INDICATED HE MOULD FILE A 
TTION TO QUASH THIS INDICTMENT ON THE BASIS THAT THE PRESIDENT 
JNOUNCEMENT THAT OF SUBJECTS ARREST VAS PREJUDICED TO THEM AND 
IDE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEN TO HAVE A FAIR TRIAL* MURPHY ALSO 
•SERVED THE RIGHT TO FILE OTHER MOTIONS AND PLEAS. 
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The Lowndes County, Alabama, Grand Jur* on 4-22-65 
returned an indictment against subject s William^aton , 
Collie LerojMvilkins and Eugene Thomas/ charging them ^rith the * 
murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo in Lowndes County on the tfight j> 
Of 3-25-65, They were arrested on the indictments on 4-22-65 
and released on $10,000 bond each. The three subject s"are 
represented by Klan Attorney, Matt Murphy of Birmingham, 
Alabama, and according to press reports, Murphy has stated 
that he would subpoena FBI Director, John Edgar Hoover and 
President Lyndon Johnson for the trial scheduledjfor 5ji3-65. 

The possibility of the issuance of a state sttbpoena 
for' the Director and President Johnson was discussed with 
j Departmental Attorney, John Murphy, 4-23-65, and Murphy advised 

Ithat such a subpoena would have absolutely no force and Jeff ect 
out side ox rHe^oundar i es of^he^fate of Alabama.* ^The law on 
this point in general states that the subpoena of one state 
has no extra territorial effect and cannot compel the attendance 
of witnesses not within the state. Be stated that there exists j 
between some states an agreement concerning the production of ^J> 
witnesses. However, the persons involved here reside in the j 
District of Columbia and the District of Columbia has no such 
agreement with any state. 

It is noted that since the presence of the Director 
and the President cannot be commanded at the trial of this matte: 
in Alabama, any appearance made in answer to the subpoenas would 
of necessity be voluntary and appropriate only if their appearan 
could serve the ends of justice. Neither, the Director nor the 
President could testify to the direct fa<Jts of the case from a 
personal observation or participation, and therefore, their 
appearance would not in any way enhance the ends of justice and 
would be ir^e^epfift to ^h^^tr^al^ issae. O//O 
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Memorandum to Mr. slmont 
RE: EUGENE . THOHAL, ET AL, 



ACT I 




In the event a subpoena is issued for the Director^ 
arance at the trial, you will be advised and the matter 
be promptly referred to the Department. 
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Km RJuz KU rumen William Eaton, Collie Leroy Wilkins mod Eugene 
Thomas Cleft lo right) conferred with their lawyer. Matt Murphy 
(on oJtoi*), in Birmingham yesterday after a Low odes County. 
Ala., grand >iry indicted tbero on charge* of murdering civil rights 
worker Viola Orefcg Lluxxo. They insisted Uter were innocent Atty- 

{kturpby &ald he would subpeaa FBI Chief J. Edg ar Hoover anT 
Resident Johnson - the, he conceded, the Presided k immnnJ 
roro answering a subpena — lor the May I trial The KiaasmciJ 
rcre freed oMIOO© bond each. * 



*iohr 

Camper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
DeLooch 

Evm l£ 



■# 

i 




Sullivan 
Tavel — 
Trotter 
Tele Room 

Holmes 

Gandy/ 




EUGENE THOMAS ET AL. 
VIOLA LIUZZO AKA (DECEASED) 
LEROY JEROME MATSON VICTIMS 
CR - EL 

BUFILE 44-28601 



Tho Waohiooloa Pool and _ 

Tho Washington Daily Nowo 
Tho E von too Star ____ 




Now York Horald Trtbooo 
Now York Journal* As art 
Now York Mirror 



Now York Dally Nowo 
Now York Poot 



Tho Now York Ti*»» 

Tho Work or 

Tbo Now Uoador 



Tho Vail Stroot Jovnal 
Tho National Ohoarro? , 
Pooplo'o Wori< 
Dato 



lo'o World 



TE: 



TBI, Birwtn-hniK 44-1236) 



EUGENE THOMAS; >t ml.; 
MBS. VIOLA LIl JO, *ka; 
•t al., VICTIMS; 

ca - EL 



r 

1 — 



Invoice of Content* 



E30 



716863 



REGISTERED MAIL 



clot Instruction!: 

1 Room: Show ehipment date and registry number. ' " *~' 
nping Room: Show shipment date; bill of lading number; 
ial invoice; return to Section checked in block; after 
ialing in block, invoice to be placed in administrative file. 




MAIt£0% 

APR 3 o is: 

comm.fbt 



pit 10 1965 



FBI PUe No, 



4/2S/65 



n CiypC-Tr 
□ Document 
I 1 IQectroni 

tc C 

LFPS 




m.j ai¥e.afi 



^Tatisman De Dieted 
8/ Informanf 



FfVIl TUt LW JUvitlM THnts 

■ANT A — » A Ku Klux 
man who was arrested in 
mbush slaying of Mrs. Vi- 
iitoo, a white dvfl rights 
nstrator from Detroit, ap- 
tly has turned stated ev- 



ocations are he was an FBI 
nam even before the 

irral charges agai 
♦man, Gar y Tq m 
34, wore aropped 
i jury indicted 
v Kiansmen. / 




Rowe Hides Face At Birmingham Hearing 



%N ATTORNEY Matt H. 

»hy Jr. of Birmingham, who 

sen ted all four of the de- The f oar Klansraen were 
nts, confirmed yesterday charged with violating Mrs, Li- 
he had been unable to lo- uzto's civil rights. The Justice 
Rowe since the charges Department declined to explain 
dropped, ,why it withdrew the complaint 

rpfiy said-i t 'Tf v& y have" against Rowe. . m — 
true" that Rowe was an Eugene Thomas, 42, steel- 

• . : 4a 4U~ I t_ M «4r«< A f lT*ii-fw>M * William Or. 

)niornuuu pnur w uic »»vinti v * * w» 
ca** ; but he warned "this viU Eaton, 41, former steelwork- 
may backiir* in more er of Bessemer, and Collie Le- 
than one. There are such roy Wilkins Jr., 21, auto me- 
s as counterspies. 0 chanic of Fairfield, are free un- 

e attorney, predicting the der $50,000 bond each on the 
will be "tremendously em- charges, 
casing to the federal gov- Vben WRS arrested fed- 
icnt," said be plans to file ^ om< ^ told the press the 
■it of habeas corpus to re- tjQansman was "unemployed." 

* the FBI to reveal "where PWi , 
__. ^^^«_t— ~. M it M t Alabama Atty. Gen. Richmond 

£ QCl 7eY« a^ » id he •* 

*3f ^^nXv the Lowndes County grand Jury, 
.nfj^Mansm^en they ^ Monday> to ^ 

^ £T?£ SlJL iiS'iiJ turn municr indictmcnU In the 
after the killing, H e indicated only three 

he complaint against ^.^^t, would be sought 
arently came as a gurpnsef^ cunen « w wu ! ^ 



~m- | 

The day after the murder, 
president Johnson, to an unpre- 
cedented television address, an- 
nounced the four arrests, Identi- 
fied the defendants as Mans- 
pen, and bitterly 




the~ n £boded society off bigots." 



To some this sounded like the 
President had prejudged the 
guilt oC the defendants before 
an audience of millions. Klan 
leaders complained bitterly and 
the American Civil liberties 
Union said the President's an- 
nouncement was Incompatible 



lurphy. 



ARUER, Vorphy bad ac- 
*d the FBI of tryint to bribe 
«» to *ive information* 



ANY LINKS between Rowe 
and the FBI prior to the Uuno 
killing would add another 
strange twist to an already ip> 



with a system of Justice that 
presumes the defendant teno-, 
cent until proven guilty m _ jjj 




(ladlcot* paqm, Mb* of 
Mwvpop^t, city «nd stat*.) 



20 St. Petersburg Tj 
St. retersburg, I 



«»"« April 18, 1965 

EdJUoa: 



Avthor: 

Editor? Courtlaad \nder 

T4Uo: 



Clooollloottoot 

suboutuoa ofiieoi Tampa 

n Bvlna tnvooUootod 



* 9 



XT? 



tT 1 



(Mount Clipping In Spnca B«Uw) 

rr — — - 



\ 



harses- Against One of Four 
ccttled Ku Kluxers Dropped 



>NTGOMERY> All. UP) — 
Justice Department 
*ed charges yesterday 
st a Birmingham man who 
nrested within hours after 
tfarch 25 civil rights slay- 
*t a Detroit housewife. 

order dismissing a con- 
-y charge against Gary 
ias Rowe Jr., 35. was 
d by U.S. Commissioner 
s M. Guttery. 
" notion to dismiss the 
e came from Asst VS. 
J. O. Sentell. 
Washington, a Justice Do- 
lent spokesman said dis- 
! of the charge was a 
ic action since the grand! 
Tailed tti indict flowc. The 1 
^unan did not comment 



Rowe was arrested with three 
other Birmingham area men — 
described by President Johnson 



uiviiiiivi a 



Klux Klan— by FBI agents the 
day after Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, 39, 
was shot to death from ambush 
near Lowndesboro, Ala. 

The shooting occurred on the 
highway being used by civil 
rights marchers for their Sclraa- 
to-Montgomery march to drama- 
Uzc a voter registration cam- 
paign. 

Mrs. Liuzzo, one of many out- 
of-state volunteers drawn to the 
march, had been shuttling dem- 
onstrators from Selrna to the 
state capital. She was slain 
shortly after she had left a 
Sclroa church by car. A Negro 



youth in the vehicle escaped 
injury. 

The other men arrested alter 

as, 42, an employe of VS. Steel 
at Bessemer; Collie Leroy Wil- 
kin s Jr., 21, a self-employed 
mechanic of Fairfield; and Wil- 
liam Orville Eaton, 41, a re- 
tired steel worker, also of 
Bessemer. 

A federal grand jury indicted 
Thomas. Eaton and Wilkin s 
April 6 on charges pf violating 
the constitutional rights of civil 
rights demonstrators, Rowe was 
not indicted, and dismissal of 
Uie original charges against 
him thus came as no surprise. 

The three indicted men are 
free oo bonds of $50,000 each. 
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1 - Mr. Hines 
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TO SACS BIRMINGHAM 
MOBILE 



FROM DIRECTOR FBI q 

EUGENE tHOMA S ( ST AL. VIOLA LIUZZO, XT AL. DASH VICTIMS. CR; EJ 
RE MOBILE TELETYPE TO BUREAU AMD BIRMINGHAM APRIL TWENTY 

EIGHTH, ONE NINE SIX FIVE. - - — 



BIRMINGHAM REVIEW FILES RE INDIVIDUALS SUBPOENAED BY 
DEFENSE IN BIRMINGHAM DIVISION AND PREPARE MEMORANDUM SUITABLE 
FOR DISSEMINATION TO STATE AUTHORITIES, AS SET FORTH IN 
REFERENCED TELETYPE. FURNISH COPIES OF SUCH MEMORANDA PRE- 
PARED TO BUREAU. 




J vl Memo Wn to Mtfgf V^/gS^ _^fl£ 

^ W^iiAiL p*oqwJ— 1 teletype imrrLJ tJUU-v 





This matter relates .j> murder of 
il rights worker, Mrs. V Liuzzo, 
ween Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, 
3-25-65. Case is being handled in State 

Murlhy is Klan attorney. hT^Q^^rJ^^ k ^\1^^>i^': 



ir|hy is 
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PRELIMINARY HEARING IN HAYNEVILLE IN THIS CAPT. MATTER 

. 

sf ATE C0URT FOUR TWENTY SIX SIXTYFIVE RESULTING IN SEVERANCE ^ 
Ttf£^UBJE£TS CASES • TRIAL SCHEDULED FOR FIVE THREE SIXTYFIVE; 
I SUBJECT QOLLIER LEROY W ILK INS JR. \' £ 

DEPENDENTS REPRESENTED BY BIRMINGHAM ATTORNEY MATT MURPHY » 
TRODUCED NOT GUILTY PLEAS TO FIRST DEGREE MURDER *t 
UIGES. MURPHY WAS /(xiOUS TO PROCEED* INDICATED HE WOULD FILE A 
ttON TO QUASH THIS INDICTMENT ON THE BASIS THAT THE PRESIDENT 
MUNCEMEnA'HAT OF SUBJECTS ARREST WAS PREJUDICED TO THEM AND 
IE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM TO HAVE A FAIR TRIAL • MURPHY ALSO 
SERVED THE RIGHT TO FILE OTHER MOTIONS AND PLEAS. 
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bJect EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 

VIOLA^LIUZZO, ET AL. - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 



date: April 30, 1965 

I - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. Hines 
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With reference to the receipt of a subpoena by SAC Ingrain 
to testify as a witness for the defendant Collie Wilkins in this matter./^ / 
Departmental Attorney Robert Owen called to verify the fact that 
SAC Ingram had actually been served. I advised Owen that Ingram 
had been served with a subpoena yesterday afternoon by the Deputy -^rr^^ 
Sheriff of the Jefferson County Sheriffs Office and that the subpoena 
called for him to appear at Wilkins 1 trial on Monday, 5/3/65. Owen 
inquired as to whether the subpoena stated a definite time for Ingram's 
appearance, and I advised him that it did not. fi simply called for his 
appearance on 5/3/ 65. 



Owen stated that the matter is still under discussion at the 
Department, that he has been in conference with Assistant Attorney 
General Doar concerning the matter and that a final decision had not 
yet been reached. Owen indicated that the Department's present 
feeling in the matter is that they will file a motion to quash the 
subpoena on the basis that Ingram, from personal knowledge, cannot 
testifv to information oertinent to the triaL 



Owen stated that as soon as a definite 
he will advise us. _ , / 



ite decision is reached // 
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■L> -ALA. ADVISED THAT ON MAY FIRST 
ST KLAN HELD MEETING AT BLADON SPRINGS, ALA. BETWEEN 
'0 HUNDRED AND THREE HUNDRED PERSONS ATTENDED MEETING. 
*D DUNAGAN, COFFEEVILLE, ALA. IN CHARGE OF MEETING WHICH 
•S HELD IN STATE PARK. DUNAGAN INTRODUCED A MR. CREEL, 
AND DRAGAN OF KLAN FROM BESSEMER, ALA. CREEL LATER 
'TRODUCED THREE ME^ MO WERE "IDENTIFIED AS MEN CHARGED 
TH MURDER OF VICTIM LIUZZO". HOLLIS CURL, EDITOR, CHOCTAW 

/./rv 

). ADVOCATE, A WEEKLY NEWSPAPER PUBLISHED AT BUTLER, ALA. , 
mSID ROBERT CREEL, GRAND DRAGON, OF KKK FROM 



RMINGHAM, ALA. ATTENDED KLAN ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING OF 



AN AT BLADEN SPRINGS, ALA. CREEL SPOKE -AT MEETING AND 



ETING OF // -/,•; , / 
TING AND / / ' ■ & 



A- 



■TRODUCED THREE MEN WHO WERE IDENTIFIED "AS %IN6 PERSONS 

B MAY 4 1965 

0 WERE ARRESTED FOR MURDER OF VICTIM LIU770. CURL STATES 



PROXIMATELY FIFTY PERSONS JOINED KLAN AT MEETING. BOTH 



ID PAGE ONE 



AND CURL ADVISED THAT SUBJECTS DID NOT P^^Jj/J 

65, — Y ^^^^JJ- 




\GE TWO 



?D CAN NOT STATE IF FUNDS COLLECTED FOR SUBJECTS 
-FENSE SINCE COLLECTION WAS MADE BUT THIS COLLECTION WAS 
XIEVED TO BE FOR KLAN AND MONEY COLLECTED FROM NEW MEMBERS. 
)TH CURL AND PAUL STATE THREE SUBJECTS INTRODUCED TO CROWD 
< CREEL ©ttO?£ DO THESE MEN LOOK LIKE MURDERS? UNQUOTE ? 
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Mr.** Edgar Hoover 
Director of F. B. I. 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Sir: 



IPlease consider this a letter of protest at the # actions of the F. B. L in 
S Alabama concerning the slaying of Mrs Viola ^uzzg . I don f t condone 
murder for any reason whatsoever. But I believe that if this lady had been 

at hnmo tanHincr her Hiitioa or wifo anH mnthar shp runnlH ft till )v» oliira 

" " " " " ** w **** mv>w m v** WW i>n « ■ ■ ■ w 1 v a , - - - — - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - - - - 
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Mr. Crlla 
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Mr^Trott 
Tele Kooi 
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You, yourself know what an insult Mrs Liuzzo made to the people of Ala. f 
cavorting around with a Negro Buck after dark in their state. Now we come 
to Mr Gary T. Rowe F. B. L Agent who incites to violence and then helps - 
murder, But gets away with it because he is protected by his rights with 
the F, B. L I think Mr. Rowe is as guilty as the other three men and 
should receive the same sentence as the other three men. Mr Hoover if 
you cannot keep the F. B. L from being used as a political pawn you should 
resign and let Lyndon B. (Baines or Beans) Johnson give your job to 
Martin Luther (after all he is a peaceful man? he recieved the Nobel Peace 
Award?) Until recently the F. B.L has been an efficient, honest and well 
behaved law enforcement agency lets get it back that way and keep out the 
scandals. 



Thanks for listening 
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Corpus Chris ti Tex 
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P.S. 1 have written my Senator, Congressman and the President my 
views 

c MAY 3 , fg(r 
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ne Accused in Liuzzo Dea th 
\pjparently Spyfor FBI) 



By FRED P. GRAHAM 



HAYNESVILLE, Ala. - Gi 
r - Row, one of Lbe four nw 
inginaUy accused by federal of- 
>cers to the slaying of Mrs. Vi- 
♦la Uuz2Q, emerged today as 
" apparent undercover agent 
the Federal Bureau of In- 
estigation. 

Howe, 84, testified for about 
50 hours yesterday aftern< 



Ixton a Lowndes County Krtwi 
jury which is Investigating toe 
WUng of the Detroit dvOghls 
wwker on March 25. 



lo"i^)f * expecled 
to report its decision today. 

Under elaborate ctoak-and-dag. 
^ purity measures by the 
JM Bowe sapped into the 
fand jury room in tt* LownSs 
<ounty courthouse at ? p.m. \ 



spotted him as he and two TBI 
apecial agents dashed for 
> back door of the courthouse. 
* An FBI man blocked the door 
as the sunburned, red-haired 
Birmingham man sped away in 
the back seat of a light green 
car, accompanied by two FBI 
men. 

Howe was said to have worn 
what appeared to be a J&-calib- 
er revolver in a hip holster as he I 



»tered the grand jury room; 
and was seen wearing it as he 

f»liirth*wl ititn ftte Mr 



It was later learned from re- 
liable sources here that Bowe 
has been a paid informant of the 
FBI for the past six years. 

It was reported Jut Bowe 
said he had been paid by the 
F5X since fm for reporting ottf 
Ku KIux man activities. f 

On March 26, Bfrwe and EuJ 



m m 

^ Thomas, 43, and Wffiiairi 
aton, 41, both of Bessemer J 
and Collie Le Roy Wfflansj 
Jr, 21, of Fairfield, Ala., were 1 
arrested by FBI agents and 
Charged with r^ sp l r^ g to Tk>- 
late Mrs. Liuzzo's civil rights in 
the killing. Since murder is not 
a federal crime, this was the 
only charge that could be placed 
against the men. 
.Last week,. when 



.... -?£t^ 



t 



xierai t 
other] 



indicted the 
three men but did w* 
Howe, reports began to circulate 
that he was an tmoeraivci in- 
formant. Federal charge agatost 
Bowe were dropped and ne was 

reported that Bowe t^- 
phoned the FBI before he ten 
{$ Selma the night <* | the kffl- 1 
dg. end that he calM t^n 
3w he returned to Bixmfog- I 

baV Indications are that Bow^ 
wal in the assailants* car when 
Mri Uuzzo was killed, faoU 
coJd not prevent the shooting. 

Bowels testimony was not to- 
closed. 

After President Johnson a* 
Bounced the arrests in a tele- 
cast on March 26, tt had bora 
speculated that FBI agents " 
be$i able to make such sp 
See FBI, Page 



> - • / 



. * 



tunned frtm Page 1 

arrests because cars of aD 
known Ku Klux Klansmen in the 
area had been under aurvtil- 
lance. 

The state grand Jury of IS 
white men heajjUevidence oo 
]Die Lfuztofase during the en- 
tire day wteriay. 

Testimonf was also given by 
Leroy Moto}, 19, the Negro civ- 
il rights woJker lor the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference 
who was in the car with Mrs. 
Uuzzo when she was shot 
FBI agents were conspicuous 

morning, as state and county 
prosecutors apparently hoped to 
make a case without associat- 
ing the federal government with 
the charges against the accused 
persons. 

The first indication that ftowe 
might be an informant came 
L when he was unexplainedJv 
rougbt to the federal arrain* 
cnt by FBI agents three houri 
fter the other three defendant* 
Lad arrived. "I 
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Mr. DeLoac 



: D. fp. Morrellf/t^ 



BJECT: M 

CORPUS 




DATE: 4.29-65 



i 



t*Locx* 



t I 



Fell 




faille 
Tfcftf. Urn - 




By letter dated 4-21-65 captioned individual advised the purpose of 
his letter was to protest the activities of the FBI in connection -with the slaying of 
Mrs. ViolaT uui7.zr>. ThArAaffrAr, he sets forth obvious bigoted views and refers 
to a newspaper article which clearly Jabels Gary T. Rowe as a paid informan^f 
the FBI and then deliberately assigns the role to Rowe as an FBI Agent. 
urges Mr. Hoover to prevent President Lyndon "Beans'* Johnson from using the 
FBI and to appoint Martin Luther (King) as director since he received the Nobel 
Peace Award. He claims the FBI until recently had been efficient and well behave 
and urges that we return to these precepts and avoid scandal- He mentions he has 
written his senator, congressman and the President concerning his views. 

BU FILES : - , 

t7c 

There is no information identifiable with Mr.! Bin Bufiles. 



OBSERVATIONS: 

b?l 

has fallen in the same problem many individuals have in 
understanding the relationship of an informant to the Bureau* However, it would 
appear his bigoted views would prevent us from advising him Of the Bureau's 
position in this case and therefore, no purpose would be served by acknowledging 
his communication. 

RECOMMENDATION: ^LllQ JfcC* 99 * * Z 



- That his letter not be acknowledged. 

■ 
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3ansyian Released in Liuzzo Slaying 

\ timaifentlv WnrkpH Spi».rfttlv for FRT 
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Gale 



By Jacktfelson 

Lot Atof&m Ttjme* 

AYNEVILLE, Air, April 
-A Ku Klux Klansman who 
»arently witnessed the slay- 



passing car as she drove from 



Selma to Montgomery a few 
hours after the March 25 
march to the State Capitol. 
With her was a 19-year-old 
Of Viola Liuno of Detroit J Negro, Leroy ^Moton, who 
ile he was working under 



bullets were fired. A reliable] 
source said Rowe contended 1 
the shooting happened quickly ! 
and on the spur of the mo- J 
ment and he was helpless iOj 
interfere. \ 



Rosen 
SullivaaJ- 

•to C 

i avei 
Trotter 




t 



Tele fic&m 
Holmes 
panjiy 



works for the Rev. Dr. M*r-| Rowe has jy en supplying 
er for the FBI, testified tin Luther King Jr/s South- !ttfl l I2>i tUlTQriJormatipj^on 
ore the .Lowndes County * rn Christiin Leadership Con jKlalTaRl^iesjsincxJ^ 
md jury today jference. Moton, who ggenncdjfwriTnLptn the soyrce. , 

'.aryT.Rowe Jr., 34. brought | injury, aisc ►testified before j Rowe and the three de- 
e under a heavy FBI guard, 0» j«ry today^ fendanis were listed m mero- 

tified for two hours before' The ° f tnc Klansmen; bcrs of the United Klans of 



the slaying. Rowe's role as an 
undercover Informant appar- 

vntij «v\.vuii«.vvi *v* wit" •fctni. 

IHe reportedly called the FBI 



» jury, and then was whisked 
of the County J>y^agcnts 
•o used force to keep" a >e- 
ittr rfpra^ifilis UT'inler- 

Towrwas armed with sW£*£ hpurs^sooxLas 
. y m krtleln ^ | he could slip, away. 

He .n5 tt£e other Kl.n s- -JJ™ w Kg? ta gj 

.rrcste* In ^^^^^ 

— r — 



was announced the day after America, the Nation's largest 



•n were arrcsiea in 
arch 25 killing and. booked 
i Federal charges of violat 
z Mrs. Liuszo's civil rights, 
jt the Justice Department 
ler dropped the charges 
;ainst Rowe. It has declined 
* say why. 

Eugene Thomas, 42, Fair- 
eld steelworker; William O. 
.aton, 41, a former steel- 
orker from Bessemer, and 
ollie Leroy WUkins Jr., 21, a 



Klan with an estimated mem 
bcrshio of 5000 

A 

jury room today, a reporter 
tried to follow him byb was 
shouldered to the waTl ly an 
FBr~agcnt~The re porterT con- 
tinued down the hall watt but 
another accnl blocked the* exit 




I 

i 



-ee under $50,000 bond each 
u the Federal charges. t 
Mrs. Liuzzo, a white civil 
» g h t o— »d emonstrator, was 
Hied by bullets fired from 
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DIRECTOR, FBI oats: 4/28/65 
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M : fy^ 0 ' tampa ^ i7 °- i5 °> 4 

1" > ^ - J 

JBCT:^ >* • DOROTHY ^TROWE * 
INFORMpOl^ CONCERNING ^ { ~ f , , , , 

In connection with the divorced husband 
of the captioned individual, there are transmitted 
herewith the following newspaper articles concerning the 
divorced husband of captioned Individual f which I 
thought might be of Interest to the Bureau: 

"KKR Men: 'Harassed and Innocent 1 4/23/65 edition, 

"St. Petersburg Independent/ 1 St. Petersburg, Florida; 



Man Arrested in Alabama Killing Proves FBI Agent , ,f 

4/21/65 edition, "Clearwater Sun," Clearwater, Florida; 

Liuzzo Case Suspect 1 Apparently FBI Agent," 4/21/65 
edition, "The St. Petersburg Times," St. Petersburg, 



*1 



Jury Findings Due on Liuzzo Slaying," 4/22/65 edition, 
"St. Petersburg Independent," St. Petersburg, Florida; 

FBI Undercover Agent?," 4/23/65 edition "The St. Petersburg 
Times," St. Petersburg, Florida; 

"3 Klansmen Indicted in Woman's Slaying," 4/23/65 edition J 
"St. Petersburg Times," St. Petersburg. Florida; 



"FBI Informer No Surprise to Klan," 4/22/65 edition, 

"The Clearwater Sun," Clearwater, Florida, by TOM CHASE; 



"Alabama Grand Jury Readies Report on Night Rider Slaying," 
4/22/65 edition, "Clearwater Sun," Clearwater, Florida. 
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fJCK Men: 'Harassed And Innocent 



^MINGHAIST, Ala. ffl - Three Ku 
Klansmen wfre free on $10,000 
each in Birnftngham, Ala., today 
ng trial on first degree murder 
in the ambush death of a De- 



? three said they were Innocent 
ad been subject to almost con tin- 
harassment by telephone calls and 
> in recent weeks. 

rtr attorney, Matt H. Murphy Jr., 
zed President Johnson for his re- 
% in connection with the arrest of 
members. Murphy said he would 



hope to represent t hpsp jnpn . y 



There were these other developments 
on the racial scene: 

—Tear gas and smoke bombs were 
used by police to stop a demonstration 
by more than 300 Negroes in the west 

iudu«uid uij ui i^triiiupOil^. rive ncm- 

onstrators wore arrested. Fourteen per- 
ms were treated ior tear gas burns 
at a hospital. 

—The Senate began debate on the 
voting rights bill in Washington. Mem- 
bors of the Senate Judiciary Committee 
which sent the bill to the floor said the 
nation must have "new, strong legisla- 
tion to protect voting rights." Twelve 
Southern senators organized forces to 
oppose the measure. 

—Civil rights movement officials said 



their organizations planned quieter cam- 
paigns in Mississippi this summer be- \ 
cause the state has experienced marked 
changes. The appraisals were made mt a 
meeting of the Mississippi Council on 
Human Relations in Jackson. 

—Paul Beiiesen, the missing Nampa, 
Idaho, Negro who briefly held member- 
ship in the Ku Mux Kian last February, 
has turned up in San Francisco and ap- 
parently dropped from sight again* 

-Some 300 University of Mississippi 
students demonstrated last night outside 
a campus dormitory where several Ne- 
groes — here for the Southern Uterary 
Festival — were staying. Campus police 
reportedly had the demonstrators under 
controjjhortly after midnight. 
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&n Arrested In Alabama 

I ling Proves FBI Agenf 



V YORK »f- Gary T. 

one of the lour men 
Uly arrested by federal 
s in the slaying of Mrs. 
Uuzzo in Alabama, has 
•3u as an undercover 
for the FBI, the New 
Times said today, 
c, 34, of Birmingham, 
<d yesterday at Hayne- 
Aia., before the Lowndes 

\' rrrand 4>irv tnvi*wti<mtmc* 

tai shooting of Mrs. Uux* 
*-year-old Detroit mother 
o. The government later 
*d charges against Rowe 
e was freed. 

. Lhizzo was thin in a 
hortly after she partici- 
in the March 25 Selq™jo 



Montgomery civil lights march. 

The Times said in a dispatch 
from HaynevUle that although 
the details of Rowe's story are 
not known, the circumstances 
l utcate he was hi the assail- 
ants ' car when Mrs. Liu no was 
killed, but could not prevent the 
shooting. 

The three other men taken 
into custody the same day Rowe 
was arrested ~- March 26 
have been indicted in Mont- 
gomery on federal charges of 
conspiring to violate the consti- 
tutional rights of demonstrators. 
President Johnson, in announc- 
ing their arrests, described 
them as members of the Ku 
KJux KJan 
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haxo Case 'Suspect 1 
XpparentlyWI Agent 



Sptctftl Ti 



iAYNESVimj, Ala. - Gary 
Rowe, one of the lour men 
finally accused by federal of- 
T* in the slaying of Mrs. Vi- 
Liuzzo, emerged yesterday 
an apparent undercover 
Tit for the Federal Bureau of 
estigation (FBI). * 
lowe testified lor about two 
irs yesterday afternoon be- 
e a Grand Jury which is in- 
stigating the slaying of the 
troit civil rights worker on 
rcfa 25. 

lie Grand Jury is expected to 
ort its decision before noon 
ay. 
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fury Findings Due 
3n jLiuzzo Slaying 



vTiyj^vii IE, Ala. w — A orand 
reports its findings today in the 
igation of the night rider slaying 
59-year-old white civil rights work- 

ff Lowndes Gounty jury of 18 white 
completed its investigation yester- 
nto the ambush slaying of Mrs. 
liuzzo of Detroit and of several 
cases. It reportedly returned 
indictments, but their nature will 
> known until after the formal re-* 
ind until those indicted have been 
into custody. 

anwhile, the president of the Bo- 
\ La., Chic and Voters League 
ich claims it speaks for the town's 
es — was arrested on a charge 
sing a worthless $15 check. 

anwhile polls and petitions fanned 
>rough the Negro community seek- 
ti g'* g down who represents 



city s 9,uuu Negroes in Diraciai uuks, ne- 
gotiations and demands for civil rights. 

Mayor Jesse Cutrer said the league 
and members of the Congress of Racial 
Equality "are a small group of self- 
styled leaders who do not represent the 
Negro community." He said they "do 
not want to negotiate. They want to dem- 
onstrate. 1 ' 

in Nam pa, Idaho, the Negro who 
served a one-day term as Grand Titan 
of the Idaho Ku Klux Klan in February 
was reported missing. His wife, Mrs. 
Emmattne Bellesen, told Naropa police 
her husband, Paul Bellesen, left home 
in the family car and had not returned. 

Later, one of Beilesen's former em- 
ployes in a janitor service, told police 
he saw Bellesen in San Francisco Inter- 
national Airport He said Bellesen told 
him, ''I'm just sort of taking a vacation 
and I don't want anybody to know you 



me. 
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FBI dJnder cover Agent? 



KINGTON tflJ- Money, 
ic duty. A favir in court 
are the persuasions the 
with Ku Klux Klaus- 
Communists and gang- 
hen it needs information 
a come only from the in- 

Tn — and usually only for 
^ Jobs — do FBI agents 




m, the party, or the ayn- 

oently — and not only for 
4 Jobs but often lor years 
inuing information — in* 
is already to the organ- 
« are tapped. 

CTMES — and this is 
Ufficult — Individuals on 
nges or totally outside, 
he Man, are contacted 
ged to join up and start 
ng out information. 

Ty Thomas Rowe was, as 
en reported, the tipster 
i the FBI to the alleged 
of Mrs. Viola Uuzzo in 
ia, he did so as a Klans- 
nd sot aa a member of 
I. 

term "nndar cover 



agent/' which has been applied 
to Rowe and others, can be con* 
fitting. 

It sometimes means a trained 
FBI agent who conceals his 
identity and pretends to be 

•LUUCUililg CW. 

But the term also is loosely 
applied to informers — men 
and women who are not in the 
FBI but who, for some induce- 
ment, regularly supply informa- 
tion to the government men. 

FBI DIRECTOB J. Edgar 
Hoover has often said the bu- 
reau has the Klan virtually 
wired lor sound with inform- 
ants. 

"At times," Attorney General 
Nicholas Kateenbach quipped 
recently, "I think we know 
more about what the Klan is 
doing than we know about what 
some divisions in the Justice 
Department are doing." 

The FBI refused to discuss 
any aspect of the Uuzzo case 

and issued a terse no coin* 

• • • — — — - ■ - - 



ment" when asked about a New 
York Times report that Rowe 
had been its undercover man in 
the case. 

It is commonly known, how- 
ever, that the FBI will pay for 
information, strictly on a cash- 
on-delivery basis. One Justice 
Department source aays as 
much as $5,000 or $10,000 may 
be paid for a particularly im- 
portant piece of information. 

But in the day-to-day routine 
of law enforcement* it's more 
likely that the payment will only 
cover a man's expenses or 
give him a little extra pocket 
money. 

THE AMOUNT SPENT BY 
Hoover's men lor information 
each year does not appear in 
the FBI appropriation chart 
But experts describe it as "pret- 
ty small potatoes." 

Money is not the only induce- 
ment offered by FBI men seek- 
ing information. Much has been 
gained from a private, discreet 
discussion of a man's duty to 
his country and the need to 
law and order. 

And wMlft flu* TOT tonn'r fa TV 
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GABY THOMAS KOWE 
• • • reported tipster. 

about St, a potential informant 
may often be brought around » 
with the oblique reminder that I 
be may, one day, desire lenien- ! 
cy for crimes in which he baa \ 
become involved 

Hie Times report said that al- 
though the details of Howe's 

story are now known, the dr» , 
cumstances Indicate be was la 
the assailants' car when Mrs. 
Liuzzo was killed, but could not 
prevent the shooting. Three 
men who were with Rowe have 
been indicted on federal 
charges of conspiracy to violate 
the constitutional rights of civ- 
il rights demonstrators. Charges 
against Rowe were dropped and 
i be was released, a free man. 
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Klansmen Indicted 
Wdlnan's Slaying 



Analysis, lyA. 



"NEVILLE, Ala. (UPI) - 
ibama Grand Jury yester- 
ndicted three Ku Wux 
ncn for the March 25 slay- 
Detroit civil rights worker 
Viola liuzzb. The three 
arrested in Birmingham 
ent free on bonds of $10,- 
h, 

\ was set to May I in 

vflle 



WD IN THE murder war 
were Collie Leroy Wilkins 
I, and Eugene Thomas, 

rh of Fairfield, and WU- 
K Eaton, 41, of Bessemer, 

were taken into custody 
owndes County Sheriff 
Ryals and taken to Jef- 
County Jail in Binning- 

* bonding. 

posting the bonds, they 

* jailhouse grinning. 



Werth Thagard and approved by 
Jefferson County Sheriff Mel 
Bailey. 



the BONDS were posted by! 
their attorney, Matt JL Murphy : 
Jr. who filed with Bailey a writ 
of habeas corpus demanding 
charges against the three men 
be dismissed. Bailey said he' 
would forward the writ to Thag-. 
anL 



3_Qrcuit Court Judge T. 



The Judge set an arraignment 
hearing for the three men at 
10 a.m. EST Monday in his 

Hayneviile court 

The Klansmen 'i attorney 
Murphy, held a news conference 
with his clients and Klan Grand 
Dragon Robert Shelton last night 
and announced he would sub- 
poena President Johnson and 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
for the triaL 

Legal sources, however, said 
the president of the United 

poena, m . 
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Informer A 
Surpfise To Klan 



By TOM CHASE 
ANTA, Ga. (AP) — Top 
ix Kiansmen say they are 
rprised by FBI claims the 
J orden have been infil- 
but they say government 

should spend more time 
Z Communists, 
in Craig, Georgia grand 
i of the United Klans of 
ra t Knights of the Ku 
vtan, aaid the case of Oar- 
amas Rowe Jr. of Brim* 
n was nothing new. 

** raw rJt th* m»n whn 

been playing a dual role 
long," said Craig, 36. 
sday night 

was talking to SheRon 
that over the weekend/' 

rf "QhAltnn in\A mo hp hag 

l*. ft*«*V»»>> Mm* BMW • ■ » 

i it for several years.'* ~ 

.g referred to Robert M. 
n of Tuscaloosa, Ala., im- 

wizard of the United 
of America and, as such, 
•U head of several state 
<s. Shelton could Dot be 
3d for comment 

Reported Tipster 
e was reported to be the 
r who provided the FBI 
nformation which resulted 
■ni^ arrests in the slaying 
*oL hz'irzQ, b& Detroit 
r ©t Civ*? kitted March 25 
the civil rights march 
Selma to Montgomery. 

ii federal and Alabama 
cities have declined com* 
on the Rowe report. 
Uially," said Craig, ,4 we 
i hat some of the crimes 
cd to the KKK have been 
by FBI informers to create 
<te of hatred against the 
t ration when true klans- 
were not Involved," 
suggested the House Un- 
ican Activities Committee 
tigate what be called the 
nuni sue oiemcnt involved 
\t Selma to 4 Montgomery 
h 'rather than starting a 



James R. Venable of Stone 
Mountain, Ga., imperial wizard 
of the National Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan Inc., said the FBI 
ought to be using its agents "in 
the Communist field rather than 
trying to catch KKKs/' 

At the same time. Venable 
said, "there has never been any 
member of the KKK charged 
with selling any secrets of the 
U.S. government or with insur- 
rection nor has there been one 
who hesitated when asked to 



!_ *1_ _ 



serve ui me military." 

Just to be on the safe side, 

Venable said, "we are setting 
traps for pimps and infiltrators. 
We are setting more traps than 
the FBI." 

Nothing To Hide | 
Asked if he knew of federal I 
agents in his organizations, he 
said, "I don't know of any, but 
I'm sure we've got them. We 
have nothing secret to hide. Our 
tactics are to use the balk* box 
to win this race war/ 9 

Craig said he would welcome 
FBI agents to his organization 
"if they could qualify. But we 
don't want them coming in as 
druggists -or mechanics or jnv 



posters of any kind. 

"£. McDaniei, grand dragon 
of the United Klans of America 
in Mississippi, declined com* 
ment about the FBI when 
reached at his home in Natchez. 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
often has said the bureau has 
the klan virtually wired for 
sound with informants. 

"At times I think we know 
more about what the Klan is 
doing than we know about what 
some divisions in the Justice 
Department are doing," AUy. 
Gen. Nicholas Katzenbach 
quipped recently in w a* K W a 
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flabcima Grand Jury Readies * 

~ On N ight Rider Slaying/ 




NEVILLE, Ala. 
jury reports its findings 
n the investigation of the 

9 

der flaying of a »-year- 
ite civil rights worker. 
Lowndes County jury of I 

• 

te men completed its in- 1 
■tion yesterday into the 
i slaying of Mrs. Viola 



was arrested on a char rc of is- 



suing a Worthless $15 check. 

A. Z. Young was accused in 
a warrant of signing a check 
dated April 10 issued to Ward's 
Repair Chop, a Bogalusa tele* 
vision store owned by a white 
man. 

City Judge JL J, Jones signed 
the warrant and set an April 
26 hearings. Young was released 
on $500 baiL 
In Nam pa, Idaho, the Negro 
of DetroK and of several; who served a one-day term as 
cases. It reportedly re»t Grand Titan of the Idaho Ku 
some indictments, but ; Klux Klan in February was re- 
lature will not be known I ported missing. His wife. Mrs. 
fter the formal report and' Emmaline BeUesen, told Nam pa 
hose indicted have been police her husband, Paul Bel- 
mto custody. J lesen, left home in the family 

ng those questioned by the! 



we choose to do it, we^ will do" 

it." 

Collins said that was unreas- 
onable after the city had freely 
granted permits for the parade 
through the principal downtown 
business streets, plus the use of 
Parkman bandstand on Boston 
yommon for the rally 
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14-year-old Birmingham car and had not returned, 
vho was arrested by fed- Later, one of Beilesen's for- 
ithorities after the Uuzro mer employes in a Janitor serv- 
: but later released. ice, Larry Brennan, told police 
n was one of four Ku he saw Beliesen in San Fran- 
Clansmen arrested on fed- Cisco Internationa] Airport He 
ivil rights charges March said Bellescn told him, "I'm Just 

* day after Mrs. Liuzzo sort of taking a vacation and I 
hot to death in ber car don't want anybody to know you 
Lowndesboro. A federal saw me." 

Jury meeting in MonV In Boston, civil rights leaders 
y earlier this month in- went ahead with plans for a 
me other three m&i on massive parade and rally Fri- 

* of conspiring to injure day with Dr. Martin Luther 
s in the exercise of their King Jr. as the chief speaker, 
utkmal rights. The parade and rally are to 

* indicted were Eugene protest racial imbalance in 
ts, 42, an employe of U.S. schools and sub-standard hous- 
tt Bessemer; Collie Leroy ing 

s Jr., of Fairfield, a M ay or John F. Collins took 
mployed mechanic, and issue with a statement by the 
n Orviile Eaton, 41, also i Rev. Virgil Wood, bead of the 

isomer, a retired steel I r 

f." j Boston branch of King's South- 

. . . ~ " I era Christian Leadership Con- 

o was not indicted and thd] f ercnce , that the marchers 
against him subsequenUjJ wouId demonstrate in front of 
tsmissed. The New Yortf ^ty ^ 

Wood said Selma officials 
didn't want demonstrations 
either, but they were beld| 
nevertheless. "Boston is no dif- 
ferent fmm Sclma/ 1 be said. **lf 

~ . ■ T i 
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said Howe had boon work- 
an undercover agent for 

JI. Federal authorities, in- 

* the FBI, a£d state of- 
refused to eomiuent on 

port { 

n while, the president of 

>gaiu*a, La., Civic and 
League— which claims it 

~ioY the town's N 
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3ENE THOMAS; ET AL; MRS VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA ET *L 



Mr* T*l«m 

Mr. Edmmit — . 

Mr. W»hr 

Mr. DcLoach- 



lir. C«FpcT 




Mr. Tu*d 

Mr. T i otter 
Tele. Room. 

Miaa Gandy, 




BIRMINGHAM POST HERALD f DAILY NEWSPAPER f UNDER DATE LINE 
f FIRST, SIXTYFIVE, CARRIES THE FOLLOWING NEWS RELEASE: 

MATT H. MURPHY , JR., ATTORNEY FOR THOMAS , WILKINS AND 
TON, SAID "THINGS ARE SHAPING UP FAVORABLY FOR OUR CASE 
D I MIGHT ASK FOR ALL THREE TO B E TRIED AT ONCE." 
ORIGINALLY WAS GRANTED A REQUEST FOR SEPARATE TRIALS FOR 
E MEN. 

CONTACTS WITH 




H SELHA, DEVELOPED THAT STOKELY CARMICHAEL, FIELD ^ </-«2 %£ZT-*J}1 

— m Jtai-visleirt Cc wiiniiia; Canwnittec 6 Hftf 4 1965 ' 

:retary, #4ee, WAS HANDLING RACIAL ACTIVITIES IN LOWNDES 

JNTY, AW. THEY ADVISED IHA^ggffll^JJ, g SS^tfl . 
fH SILAS NORMAN, AREA COORDINATOR, 94£€ , IN ATLANTA, BUT 



EXPECT^ ^RETURN TO THE SELMA AREA MOMENTARILY. , 



y 





3E TWO 

EY BOTH ADVISED ON CONTACT THEY KNOW OF NO PLANNED 
MONSTR ATION FOR MAY TH#Se, *tMtm*Cm AT HAYNEVILLE, *br#. , 



T WILL DISCUSS THIS MATTER WITH NORMAN AND CARMICHAEL 
ON THEIR RETURN TO SELMA AND HAVE THEM IMMEDIATELY 
:$TACT THE FBI IF THERE IS ANY SUCH DEMONSTRATION PLANNED, 
DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEYS GEORGE RAYBORN AND JAMES TURNER 
SCENE AT SELMA AND MONTGOMERY, *fcA\, BEING ADVISED. 
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» DIRECTOR 
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Mr. Mohr 
Mr. De Loach 




Mr. Casper 
Mr. Callahan. 
Mr. Omrmd.-. 
Mr, F<41 
Mr. G*ti 
Mr. 

Mr. Suf ivu 
Mr. Tavel 
Mr s T rotter 
Tele. Room * 
Miss Holmes 
Mi&i Gaudy, 




SENT THOMAS, ET AL. *IOLA LIU2Z0, ET AL VICTIMS. CR. 



SAC INGRAM, BIRMINGHAM, APPEARED IN CIRCUIT COURT, HAYNEVILLE, 
A., TODAY IN RESPONSE TO SUBPOENA RE t TRIAL CAPTIONED MATTER* 



AIR MAIL COPY TO MOBILE. 
ACX FOR TWO 
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Dote: 



nsmit the following in 
AIRT] 




'4/30/6^ 




(Typ* U plaim Uxi or cod*) 

AIRMAI 



(Priority) 



"fr. >Mi „ 
* f ir. l»<i<H»Q 
Tavei 



TUr. 
f Mr. 



^ ft> ,Trriit*r_ 



DIRECTOR, FBI V*~**£tf/ 

SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) 

EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL 
VIOLA LIOZZO, aka; ET AL - VICTIMS 
CR; EL 

/ 

Transmitted herewith for the information and assistance 
| of the Bureau are two copies of a photograph which appeared 

in "The Tuscaloosa News" at Tuscaloosa, Alabama. * '"*'» > 

One copy of the same newspaper photograph showing MATT 
MURPHY, the three subjects and ROBERT SHELTON at a Klan rally 
is forwarded herewith to Mobile. 
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3 Bureau (enc-2) 
Mobile (enc-1) 
1 Birmingham 

RGJ:fc 
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Three Suspects At Klon Rally Here 

The three men indicted in connection with the sloy- (right) and Klon ottomey Matt Murphy" (left) 
ng of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo were introduced at a Ku Klux (from the left) : Eugene Thomas, Collie Leroy WilkJiu 
Jor P+eWy ? h Tuscaloosa last Saturday night. &haaa_»Jr., and William Orville Eaton. * *' * 

ibpvc. flgnked by Imp eria l Wizord Robert Sheiioa 
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Three Suspects At Klan Rally Here 

i Ji'lSl^VT » i ' ?diC,e<, i0 COnn ^ tion , with ^ . t«9ht) «nd Klon c'nomey Man Murphy 1 " (left » on*- 

Zft5&J L ?° T '^'oduccd or a Ku Klux ■ (from the left* : Eugene ThW^CV»»e^w W lkS • 

we. nonxed by JmoeooJ Wizard Robert Shelron - 
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.UNITED STATES '^/ERNMENT 

Memorandum 



OM 



HJECT 



Mr. Belmont 
A Rosen, ]/ 

EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. ; 
VIOLA-LIUZZO , ET AL. - 
VICTIMS 
CIM L RIGHTS 



ijate: April 30, 1965 
1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. De Loach 

1 Ufv* Dolmrmf 




1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr, Bines 



t- 



CAP Tn/r^om rrf 4*K^ 

h J» " 




Office was served with a subpoena to appear for the defense at the 
trial of Collie Wilkins on 5/3/65. Wilkins is charged with the murder 
of Viola Liuzzo. The subpoena is for Ingram's personal appearance 
and it is not requested that he bring any records. 

j> The receipt of the subpoena by SAC Ingram was discussed 

with Mr. Robert Owen of the Civil Rights Division on 4/29/65. 

' jUWCil OUV1DCU UiAl UIC LTCpOi UUCUft UUIC UiC Hiq UCJl MUUCl 

fconsideration and would take action with regard to the subpoena. 

On 4/30/65, Mr, Owen of the Department advised that he 
had taken the matter of the subpoena of SAC Ingram up with 
Assistant Attorney General Doar and with attorneys of the Civil Division 
of the Department and it was the opinion of the Department that there 
was no basis for filing a motion to quash the subpoena. 

Owen advised that the Attorney General has directed a / 
telegram to SAC Ingram advising him that he should appear in 
answer to the subpoena and testify. It states that Ingram cannot 
testify to anything contained in the records or files of the Bureau and 
the Department of Justice pursuant to Order of the Attorney General 
number 324-64 dated 10/8/64. His testimony is to be limited only to 
matters of personal knowledge that are relevant to the issue of the trial. 

r 

2^ ♦ 

f • 

Mr. Owen is furnishing a copy of the Attorney General's 

telegram and he stated that an attorney from the Civil Division of the 

Department who is experienced in handling matters of subpoena is 
proceeding to Hayneville, Alabama, and will be present to protect 
jhe Government interest when SAC Ingram palled to testify. . i 

iw/nkr _ , OA . Ar ^ 

(e) * — * ^-;:.MUu»r<iijNUJijLJ - uv«v, \ 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
lEfc** EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. ; - 

i 

1 

f SAC Ingram has advised that he has not been in direct J 

contact with any of the defendaits, has not participated in any of 
the interviews or searches and that there is actually nothing that 
he can testify to from his personal knowledge. 

ACTION : 

SAC Ingram will be instructed to answer the subpoena I j 
and testify in accordance with ihe Attorney General's telegram, i X tji. 
He is also being advised that an attorney from the Civil Division! 0^2 
of the Department will be present to protect the Government's % 
interest when he is called to testify. ' A ■ 

¥ K J " f 




®mteb State* Senate 



Walton. D. C. - Ap*» 29 



+ 19*2 



Respectfully referred to 



mhcJHj/ - 

Mr. CaT"K*.~n _ 
Mr. <vr»ni 

Si! n& W 

Mr. Sv/f/.i 
Mr. Tatrt- 
Mr.fTrMt " 
Teli Room — 
Miff H-»:r.:« ... 
Miff Candy— 



Director J* Ed-ar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investisation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 
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For your information 



A 





Frank J. Lousche 
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April 29, 1965 





Dear Mr j 



Senator Leueche has discussed with oft and requested that 
I acknowledge your letter of recent date In which you expressed 
your views concerning the FBI and the death of Mrs* Lulxso in 
Seloa, Alabama. 

The Senator appreciates receiving the benefit of your 
views and will bring your letter to the attention of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

Please be assured that your letter was welcome. 



Sincerely yours t 



Ray M» White 

Administrative Assistant to 
Senator Frank J. Lausche ^ 

; - •■ - ■ 
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Honorable Frank J. Lausche 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

My dear Senator: 



May 4, 1965 



■c 




m 



Your note of April 29th, with enclosures, has been ~n ± 
received, and I appreciate your bringing this to my attention* q3~? 



jutnougn x woma UKe iodsoi service m your 
I am not in a position to comment in any manner as he has suggested _ 
inasmuch as one of the individuals involved in the murder of -s 
Mrs. ViolA luzzo went on trial May 3rd and prosecution of the others 
is to follow. I can assure you, however, that the person referred to 
was not a Special Agent of the FBI, and I trust your constituent will 
understand why it is not within our prerogative to comment on this case. 



3 I - Mr. 
- gl-Mr. 

i I 



x 8 



Be Loach - Enclosures (3) 
Rosen - Enclosures (5?) 



(fUMl'i. 

NOTE: Constituent Jggg^^^Jfhai no record in Bufiles. The r /■< 

enclosures wer e a copy of^^^^^fletter to Senator Lausche and a copy 
^ of his_answer tofl|HHove^hes^nature of his Adraintetrative 
Assistant Ray M. Wiute. The individual to whomHHH refers is Gary 
Thomas Howe, and informant who was present durm^ne murder of 
Mrs. Liuzzo, a civil rights worker in Alabama* This response was 
/discussed with the Civil Rights Section of the General Investigative Divid 
/"We have had cordial relations with Senator Lausche. 

* ft- ■ 
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12:50 PM EST URGENT U-26-65 AJG 
TO DIRECTOR, BIRMINGHAM, TAMPA AND MIAMI 

^JugCHe. ; ET AL, VIOLA ^UZZO; ET ALtVlCTlM? ' 

W;*R;"'lL.' 




Son apr 1 



n.AST 




ADVISED THAT ON. 



Cftl ITU riDAI IMA rmtin r>p> 1 rnn n#vrw 




SCOGGINS EXHIBITEO THE PHOTOGRAPH OF ROWE, FBI INFORMANT A? _ 
JN THE SE§MA, ALABAMA, MURDER AND INSTRUCTED ALL GfyJJSID ^;* / 
OFFICERS ^ ^XALTED CYCLOPS AND TITANS 'AND INVESTIGATES Q% } \ 
=THE K LAN "TO BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR HIM. IF THIS INOfViqgAL ^ 7 
IS. LOCATED «THE GRAND DRAGON IS TO BE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFIED - * / 



or u tc L *bfurbTARniiTc 

vi % «f n 1 1 L 1 VC* i-» V V l W « 



/ 



ytNFOR^ANT ADVISED THAT THIS MEANT THAT "THE GUN IS Vvf 
jOUT FOR'hIM" AS AN "FBI FINK" . AND THAT HE WILL BE. TAKEN . C 
'CARE OF FOR "LYING," HE ALSO ADVISED THAT THE KLAN IS TRYING 
TO LO.CATE FAMILY OF ROWE, HOWEVER, HE DID NOT KNOW WHY 
THEY WANTED HIS FAMILY BUT PROBABLY WANTED TO HARASS THEM ^ 
-TO FIND.OUT WHERE ROWE IS LOCATED. ALL SOUTHERN OFFICES . d o |Vl 
ADVISEP?,BY LWM. U^^ad Mewofe^DtM, . 7 Afc^Y v 
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MAY •r ! T965 



f the inUlliginc* contained in the about menace U to be dieteminated out wide the Bureau, it is eugge$ted that it be euaably 
^rephrased in order to protect the Bureau' '9 cryptographic §y*Uwu. * 



x4 . 



rights worker, Mrs7%r~V ll ™ r I ™f lTU ~ >' 

to res P° nse »<> defense frv&^^*^**« : ' *'T > ~ 
"uwpwena, .Prior to appearand cap t 

coirferri with Departmental a An f ; 

!ay spent hearing y , C * As entire sey^.- 
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I GENE ^THOMAS, ETAL; MRS* VIOLA^LIUZZO, ET AL-VICT'M. 



i 




TRIAL IN CAPTIONED HATTER AGAINST SUBJECT COLLIE VILKINS^ 
IGAN RAY THREE, INSTANT, AT HAYNEVILLE, ALA* TWO NOTIONS 
IRE FILED BY DEFENSE COUNSEL HATT MURPHY AND HERE RULED ON 
' COURT, THE FIRST CONTESTING THE JUSTICE OF THE COURT - 
XAUSE OF PUBLICITY ATTENDANT TO ANNOUNCEMENT ON SUBJECTS 
1REST BY -PRESIDENT JOHNSON WAS DENIED* A SECOND MOTION TO 



i i 



ITEX.V1EV ESTATE WITNESSES GARY THOMAS ROVE AND LEROY MOT ON 
S GRANTED. ^ ^.f 

MURPHY TALKED TO BOTH ROVE AND MOTON^ 



HE WAS ASSIST^ m g 
* RALPH ROTON, THE PUBLIC RELATIONS MAN IN ALABAMA FOR T HE _ 
'ITED KLANS. ROTON HANDLED TAPE RECORDING EQUIHPENT* " THE 
5ULTS O.T HOVES?|NTERVIE¥ HAVE BEEN FURNISHED IN SEPARATE 



-a* 

1965 



'D PA BE ON£ ..... 

*«MAY101965 

Gil • 



f 



MR. 8EU50ITT FOR THE DIRECTOR 




V KJ 

vTJE TWO 

SLETYPMESULTS OF INTERVIEW WITH MOT ON ARE NOT KNOWN* 
THE BALANCE OF THE DAY WAS SPENT IN SELECTING JURORS 

!ON JURY PANEL* COURT ADJOURNED AT FOUR FIFTY PM AT WHICH 

HE A JURY HAD BEEN SELECTED AND TRIAL IS SCHEDULED TO PROCEED 

" MINE AM MAY FOUR. NEXT. 

DISSEMINATION OF LETTERHEAD MEMORANDA CONCERNING DEFENSE 

«SS£D FOR WARED WITH BIRMINGHAM AIRTELS ilPRIL TWENTYNINE 

ID THIRTY, LAST, TO CIRCUIT SOLICITOR ARTHUR GAMBLE HAS BEEN 

WPLETED. 

ID 

\ RPP 
I WASH DC 
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Memoran^im 



Mr. Belmont 
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t os m 



kject: EUGENg . THOMAS, ETAL. 

VIOLALIUZZO, ET AL. - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 



date: April 29, 1965 

1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr, Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. Hines 



Callahan 
Conrad 



W£Jh the forthcoming triaal in state court of subject 
Collie LeRoy Wilkins for the murder of Mrs. Liuzzo, which is 
scheduled to begin Monday, May 3, 1965, at Hayneviiie, Alabama, 
the question arises as to the desirability of an Agent being present 
in the courtroom during the proceedings. — --rr r 




It will be necessary that Agents be available to insure 
complete protection of our informant during the period that he is 
in HayneviQe for the purpose of testifying. Following the completion 
of his testimony, he should depart from the area, and it should not 
be necessary for Agents to remain. 

The state prosecutor has indicated to Inspector Joseph 
Sullivan that he desired to have as few " Federal Agents " as possible 
at the trial, ft is realized that several FBI Agents will necessarily 
be used as witnesses by the prosecutor. Other FBI Agents may be 
necessary as rebuttal witnesses following the testimony given by the 
defense. It is also known that the Depar tment plans to have an 
attorney at Hayneviiie during the trial. 



A 



V 



RECOMMENDATION 



■r 



Since Inspector Sullivan will be in close touch with the state 
prosecutor and can follow the proceedings through Mm, and as the 
prosecutor has indicated that he does not desire "Federal Agents" aroun^ 
it is recommended that we do not have an Agent sitting in the courtroom 
II observing the proceedings. The presence of Agents if known would, of 
1/ course, be the subject of considerable comment by Alabama news media 



CLM/cac , 



***** "CO&CTBeD - OVER > 
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Memorandum to Mi Belmont 
RE: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 



and would not in any way assist in the handling of the prosecution, 
Agents who will necessarily be present to afford protection for our 
informant and to appear as witnesses for the prosecution will be 
instructed to remove themselves from the courtroom and the area 
just as soon as they have finished tieir specific assignments. 




5/3/65 

PLAIN TEXT 



TELETYPE URGENT . j 



SAC MOBILE 

* 

FROM DIRECTOR FBI 

EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL, ; MRS. VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL. 
DASH VICTIMS, CIVIL RIGHTS. 

WITH REGARD TO THE TRIAL OF SUBJECT COLLIE LEROT 
WILKINS WHICH BEGAN IN STATE COURT, LOWNDES COUNTY, 
ALABAMA, THIS DATE, IT IS RECOGNIZED THAT IT WILL BE 
NECESSARY FOR AGENTS TO BE AVAILABLE TO INSURE COMPLETE 
PROTECTION OF OUR INFORMANT DURING THE PERIOD . HE IS 
IN HAYNEVTLLE, ALABAMA, AND FOR THE PURPOSE OF TESTIFYING 
HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF THE STATE PROSECUTOR'S DESIRE THAT AS 
FEW "FEDERAL AGENTS" AS POSSIBLE BE AT THE TRIAL, YOU 
MUST INSURE THAT AGENTS WHO WILL NECESSARILY BE PRESENT 
TO AFFORD PROTECTION FOR OU^j^ORMAOT AND TO APPEAR 
AS WITNESSES FOR THE PROSEc6W?N ARe'dKtRUCTED TO REMOV 

* 

i 



JWH/nkr*i(3)7 fa ggsen to B«$U, ^gM^same caption, CLM/c* 
Z= ^ r2 ^ h f* J MAY 3 1965 / 
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LETYPE TO SAC MOBILE 1 
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¥ ~ w * uvunrnwiw AINU THE AREA JUST AS SOON 

AS THEY HAVE FINISHED THEIR SPECIFIC ASSIGNMENTS. 
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i|ect: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 

VlOLArLIUZZO, ET AL. - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 



DATE: May 4, 1965 

1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. Callahan 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. Hines 

c 
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fciUhron 
Tro«i*t - 
Holm , 
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Inspector Joseph Sullivan in Selma, Alabama, has 
telephonically advised that the Circuit Solicitor, Arthur Gamble, 
has requested a verification or documentation of payments which 
have been made to the informant (Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr. ) over 
a period of years. According to Sullivan, the Solicitor desires to 
have some written record if possible to support testimony of 
Agents that payments had been made to this informant for a i 
substantial period of time. 

i 

- It should be noted that the Department had previously 
instructed SAC Ingram of the Birmingham Office that he was not « r 
to furnish any information whatsoever from the official files or 
records of the office in connection with his appearance at the trial. 

ACTION TAKEN: 

This matter is being taken up with the Civil Rights Division 
of the Department for a determination as to what action they desire 
be pursued concerning the request of the Circuit Solicitor to support 
the testimony of the Agents that payments have been made to this 
informant for a substantial period of time, 
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3F CASE 
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EUGENE 'THOMAS ; 
ET AL/ 4 I , 
VIOLA GREGG LIDZZO, aka; 
LEROY JEROME 1 MOTOK - VICTIMS 




CHARA 



CR - EL 
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REFERENCE: 



Report of SA 
Report of 




3/30/65, at Mobile, 
4/2/65, at Mobile. 
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THE MOBILE DIVISION 

AT SELMA, ALABAMA and MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 
Will follow prosecutive action. 
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I At. 
IN CHANGE 



5 )- Bureau 

1 - USA, Montgomery, Ala. 
1 - Departmental Attorney 
Montgomery, Ala. 

4 - Birmingham 

(1 - USA, Birmingham) 

5 - Mobile ' (44-1245) 
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DETAILS 



On April 1, 1965, the following report was 
received from the Federal Bureau of Investigation Laboratory, 
Washington, D. C. 
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M0 44-1245 



On April J2 
that thfcy had interviewed " 
Tennessee and he advised as 




Division advised L 1 
at Nashville, 



Be first met Victim LTUZZO in Selma, Alabama. 
%bout Karch 17 or 18, 1965, where he and LIDZZO had arrived 
for Civil Rights work. . L1UZZ0 volunteered her 1963 Oldsmobile 
rr>r- ncft i n transportation of Civil Rights workers, Including 

Victim stayed in a Selma housing project apartment with 
o family and during the march from Selma to Montgomery, 
March 21 - 25, 1»65, LIUZZO walked in the march while her car 
was used pxlepsiveiy on the marc^^nl^by several integrated 
groups of Civi l Rights workers, ^^^J also that IJEROY 

HOTON, Negro jnale victim, was witt^Trafto the night of the 
slaying and that MOTON had used LIUZZO^ car extensively. 




LIUZZO v»s last seen b y^^S^23| ln Montgomery, 
Alabama, on March 25, 1965, about 3:30 plWp 4:00 p.m. upstairs 
in the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church where fainting and ill 
victims of thr **rch w**re resting. 



Hr> does not recall if LTPZZO was ill at the time 
nor does he know if LIUZZO was ever treated by a doctor while 

sho vas in Alabama. 



^^^^ m LIUZZO planned to return to D 
with^^^^^in her c*r, stopping en route at 
Nashvi^^^Tiou'evAr, after victim 1 * slaying in Alabama, 
made other travel arrangroents , 




chigan, 

Mome in 




AO 44-1245 
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The Phitadephia Office on April I, 1965, forwarded a Certification of 
irth for Mrs. LIUZZO. 

This Birth Certificate was signed by C. L. WILBAR, JR. , and was dated 
Aarch 31, 1965, bearing the sea! of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania under the 
dumber 451409. It certified that in file No. 56399-25 a record of birth was filed 
ti April 18, 1925, showing that on April II, I925,in Pike Run Township, Pennsylvania 
. female child, VIOLA TAUVER GREGG, was born to HEBER GREGG and EVA, 
>aiden name WILSON. 
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^ 5 , she finished her day's work at 

the ™ 9 kt *k° ut 6 '• 00 that evening and 

went airectiy home; She advised that she has a three-year 
old child which necessitates her getting home around 6:00 
each evening. She advised tha^sh^ias a maid who takes 
of her child during the day. 1 •fter observing photo- 

graphs of EUGENE THOMAS , COLLlTOHJy WILXINS, GARY THOMAS — 
ROWE, JR. , and WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON , advised that she could 
not recognize any of these individuals as being persons she 
had ever seen. She was also shown photographs of a 1962 
Chevrolet automobile, white over red in color, and advised 
that she could not identify this car as being one that she 
ever saw in the area of the Silver Moon Cafe. 



She could furnish no information concerning the 
killing of Mrs. VIOLA GREGG LIDZZO which occurred on Highway 
#80 east on the evening of March 25, 1965. 
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Vffwf^JBSfograpns of EUGENE THOMAS, Sheriff's Office, 
Birmingham. Alabama, SO Number 113073/ date of photograph 
March 26, 1965? COLLIE LEROV WILKINS, Sheriff's Office 
Birmmqham, Alabama, SO Number unknown, date of photo- 
graph March 26, 1965; WILLIAM OPVJLLE EATON- Sheriffs Otfice, 
Birmingham, Alabama, SO Number ur.fcnown, photograph dated 
March 26 # 1965? and GARY THOMAS ROWE. JR,. Sheriff's Office, 
Birminobam, Alabama, SO Number ii30?6, dated March 26, 
1965. She stated that she was unable to identify 

any of these photoqraphs a* individuals known to her. 

She advised *fter viewing the photograph 
of a 1962 Chevrolet, red and white in color, that she did 
not observe this car in the vicinity of the Silver Moon 
Cafe March 25, 196 5. 

She could not furnish any information in 
connection with Uic n*u>oer at ViGLA GREGG L1U220 which 
took place on Hicrhway 80 East, Selena, Alabama, March 25, 
1965 
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advised that he is a regular customer of the 
Silver Moon Cafe (SMC) and goes there once or twice a week 
normally to drink beer on his way home from work. He could not 
recall specifically whether he was at the SMC the night of 
March 25, 1965, but if he had been there, he probably would hare 
left around 7:00 PM. 

Be advised he had no information as to who may have 
been involved in the murder of Mrs. VIOLA GREGG LIDZZO. 




after observing EUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAM 
OETILLE EATUJT, UOLLIE LEROY WILKINS, and GARY THOMAS ROVE, JR., 
advised that he could not recognize any of these individuals 
as being persons he had ever seen* He was shown photographs 
of a 1962 Chevrolet automobile , white over red in color, also 
and advised that he could not identify this car as being one 
that he ever saw in the area of the Silver Moon Cafe. 
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INTERVIEWS WITH VARIOUS 

KU KLUX KLAN MEMBERS AND FORMER MEMB ERS 

""who might have had' Information 
relative to this case 
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nation: 



* : He advised that he was 
Ku Klux Klan at Selma, Alabama, 
not been affiliated with the Kla 



;^orraerl 



ly affiliated with the 
also advised he has 
e past several years. 




stated he was never formerly initiated into 
the Klan but paid his dues and was intending to become a 
member but due to the amount of time taken up by his business 
he was unable to attend meetings. 




stated he is not presently active in the Klan 
and does not know of any present activity of the Klan in the 
Selma, Alabama area. _ _ .— , 
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Selma, Alabama, was 

Selma, 
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He is ashamed of the fact that he was once a memberofJClavern No* 47, 
J. S. Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (USK,KKKK). l stated he 



•uiricu mc rviuu uppi uai ijkjici/ * i vc vi »ia ^dui» u^u uiiu umy uiiciiucu iwv ii^cui^jd 

it Selma. He voluntarily left the Klan as he became disillusioned. He initially 
joined thinking it was primarily a social organization; however, after attending 
wo meetings he learned that they preached white supremacy and he felt they were 

■ I advised that to the best of his knowledge the Klan has not been 

ictive t^^elma^Alaba ma # area for the past four years. He lias not received any ^ 

iiiviiiiui ivh iiiui ■ ■ t w j miviiw w w ■ w%« w» • w ■ w# 





At the time 
loader of the Klavern 

5 ore&pntlv active in any 



t Selrna, the 
know i 

Klan orgalTizaTion^TTie initiation fee was $12*50 an 
is unable to recall the amount of monthly dues. The Kla vern at that 
i me met in office space above the Tillman Drug Company, Selma. 
was unable to state who occupied or rented the space used by the Klan at tl 
time for their meetinas. 





After attending one meeting at Se I ma ,H^^^^was initiated into the 
Klan at Prattville, Alabama. He was unable t^ecalTChe exact location. 
He advised he took the initiation at Prattville as he was told there was no 
Klan me mber or members in Selma capable of performing the initiating ceremony* 
is unable to recall any of the details of the initiating ceremony, due 
lapse of time. He also stated that inasmuch as he only attended two meetings, 
Se is unable to recall any other members of Klavern No. 47 at that time* 




stated that at the two meetings he attended, he did not hear 

any m erge r discuss any plans for violent action against any individual or group. 

stated should he learn of the Klan reactivating In the Selma, Alabama, 

'a^Tuncover any plans for violent action, he will immediately notify the FBI, 
Selma. 



^elma, Alabama 




s 1 yiQfr • 
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was interviewed at the 
furnished the following inform! 




Alabama, 
and he 



stateu he was Visiting in Montgomery, 
Alabama, on March 16 f 1965 f and that America is a free 
country and it was *toore of the governments d-~ business" 
as to why he participated in the klan motorcade on that 
date. 

'was asked if he were a member of the 
klan and he advised that his father was a klan member 9 
but he refused to state specifically that he was a 



4 

X 

I 





advised the announcement to appea 
in Montgomery tor the motorcade was broadcast over the 
radio but he refused to specify any of the details as 
to who -made the announcement or as to what was said. 

^_ stated that he had never been 

interviewed by the FBI before and that he had never 
been arrested for anv tvoe of criminal violation. Be 
stated he was a God fearing man and has attended church 
all of his life. 



During the conduct of the interview 
maintained a very arrogant, cocky attitude an 
he would refuse to furnish any specific information 
about the Ku Klux Klan in the 






The following description of 
was obtained through observation and interview: 
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Resident Address 
Alabama , telephone 
interviewed in a Bureau Car 
furnished the 




^ advised that he* had been a member of 

the United Ku Kxux Klan for approximately one and one-half 
years. He stated after admitting to being a meirber of 
the organization that hewculd-^ot furnish any further 
information about other members or meeting places for 
their kiavern. 



He stated he had participated ia the motorcade 



3 r. 



Mnntoomp r\r 

— — ■ — u 



1 Q^^ 



an/? 



W*4 V4 t. 



* • w 



h*d been notified about th«* motorcade through * radio 
announcement. He advised the radio announcement was made 
by the White Citi7en f s Council requesting all white 
citizens to appear in Montgomery and demonstrate for 
thei r ciyi 1 rights . 




stated he felt the klan was a fine* 

worthwhile organization, but that if he ever developed 
information that members of the klan were to commit 
violence , he would furnish this information to Bureau 
Agents . 

\ I -maintained a very 




The following description cf 
was obtained through observation and interview 





3-30-65 



ot 



eon£boro,-Alaha 

and 




na _ rut * « 



ctot.d 3-?l~$5 



• IwttBtftt o on tains n»ith»r ioco»«Qdationi ITor Cbnclootoao o* tko PSt* It to 
r oaoncr I It «n4 Its cootonto «• not to bo OUtrlbototf oototfo fmrni 



tho proportr •* FSI «ftd to 1< 



►« to 



65 




employed 
shed the 



following information: 



* He advised he was formerly affiliated with Klavern 47 
of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Selma, Alabama. He further 7 
advised he has not been associated with the Klan for ~ - 
and was in the Klan for about 





_ stated he does not plan participating in any 
Klan activities now and has no knowledge of present activity 
of Klavern 47. 

_ also stated he does not go along with acts of 
violence which have been committed by some members of the Klan 





_ advised that shortly after he got out of the 
Klan he received on two different occasions, cards requesting 
that he pay up his dues and re-affiliate in the Klan. However, 
POSEY said he had last interest in the Klan and would not 
affiliate. 
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was interviewed at the 
Selma. Alabama, and advised the fo 




JHBJdvised thatihe w« a former member of Klavern No. 47, U. S» Kjans, 
tsofthT Ku Klux Klan (USK,KKKK), for a short period of timef™ 




advised that he could not recall the exact dates ot his 
ersrvrp ana stated that h e attende d only two or three meetings prior to fevering 
lis connection with the Klan.Bjjj^^dvise^^^^^^^^belonge^^^^^ 

Clnvf»r n No. 47, the Exalt ed uyclops was 

tated he does not recall wno an^ other members 
dvised that at the meetingshe attended there were only 




vere at this time 
4x>ot ten .or fif teen Trie 




% .present ♦ I 



flH| advised that the meeting fieattended were held in a meeting hall on 
he secon^Ioor above the Tillman Drug Store and that h^ould not recall who had 
ented the hall or who had ownership of It at this ti me tfR dvised that since the 
ime he attended these meetings, this building had burne^Wd had been replaced 
*y a one-story structure occupied by the Tillman Drug Company • 



ook place 



i dvised that he was initiated into the Klavern at a meeting which 

£ ot a time ond place that he does not recall. 




advised that while he held membership in Klavern No* 47, he 
x>t recall any mention of violenc^^nv plans having been made by the members 
*o conduct violence of any type •^B^pj dvised that he does not now have any 
tnowledge that Klavem No, 47 is stilun existence and stated that he would be 
ffillirv to notify the FBI should he receive any Information regarding the 
activation of Klavern No. 47 or ony Contemplated violence by any individuals 
in Selma, Alabama. 



The following description was obtained through interrogation and observation: 
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^>t.AAL BUREAU OF JNVESTKS ATlOj^ 





voltartarlly 

fe Joined the Bel Kin Klan Id 195 7 rten 
ns the head the Elan In Selaa, Alabama. 
GranJ Dragon of the State of Alabama, and he 

lAAkl lTla«i mm VaI*./- <a_*» A 4 m m.m* — - * Ji«*«— — .. .... ^. .... ... 

A friend,! I vaa Instrumental In getting him to Join 

and the red^^S^joining vas because he uaSerstood the Kin 
vas for segregation of the race a and vas organised to protect 
segregationists. Be said his main objection to Integration 
vas inte marriage, during his stay In the be participated 

in bur ning a fcv crosses acd voce the sheets of the ELan meakers 
but denied participating In or knowing of any beatings by ELan 



- *. r 



Be got feed up vith talking about vesting to beat a 
that w brought tip at the meetings, bat said the leaders vere 
not for this either and all the leaders vested to do vas to 
to things to scare or intimidate the Kegro bat sobs In the 
Klan vented to knock heads. At various Meeting* he attended 
there vere from 25 to 30 Individuals present bat he only 
attended about 15 cr 20 meetings during his 6 with* stay In 
the Klan* The meetings vere visually held at Old Oddfellows 
Ifeetlnff HeU- 



The PrattviUe ELan helped organise the ELan in 
Selma, and he de^rjb ed a man he believed to be nwH " 

^ as cue of then, anl aald this 

an expert on ELan Kraft. All this sen's speeches stressed 

non-violence* 





He quit going to ELan meetings after 
because there vac too such arming among the member* about 
vhat they vere going to do. Be aald In addition to participating 
in a ftev cross burnings, he and other Klanmmn had talked to a 
ftev vhite and Segro drunks who they heard beat their vivas in 
order to try to straighten them oat* 



Be denied knowing anything about a Klan Motorcade In 
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Montgomery, Alabaaa, on March 21, 1965. 



Be believed that the 
1965, bad dried up ell local 
about gone* 



Bo aald his l^presilon of 
1* dedlcate^^egregatloo teut la not a flegro 
described^ § as a politician and aald he 1 
to encourage Tlolenot, 



of Mrs. tIDZZO on March 25 
of Can feeling *hlch vaa 




The following description 
fron observation and Interrogation: 




vaa obtained 
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, ni late 




There an 30 outstanding local 



who 
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and activity of the organisation along with hlaself. B» policy 
of tbt White Cltisene Cooncll la non-violence and obedience to 
all lava, hot to fight for segregation In tea court* of tea land* 
He etreased that tea White Citizens Cornell stay* out of church 
affair* and has no policy la trying to Influence church decisions 
ma to aggregation and Integration* Sim White Cltlsens Come 11 
attempt* to direct thorn Informing tee public concerning mttere 
tHat am believed hy tea White Citizens Cooncll to be the boat 
Interest, of *n i»cml»> ncturu» TM»rrnl* to 



clipping* favorable to their view* to other sections of tea 
country. 

He said there la no connection whatsoever between 
tea White Cltlsens Council and the Eu K"l:nr Klan aboteboaxd or 
below* He know* of no present aesfcera of the White Cltlaena 
Council of Selaa, Alebaaa, who has ever had any connection 
with any Klan, however, he said It Is entirely possible teat 
foraer Han aenbers are nenfcer* of the White Cltlsens Council. 
He also stated that he knew nothing about any aotorcade organised 
by the Elan In Montgomery, Alabama, on Sunday, March 21, I965. 
He Is positive that nooe of bis executive committee or nc parson 
holding responsible position In White Cltlsens Council had any 
connection with tela aotorcade or encouraged anyone to Join It* 
He aald If any sember of the White Cltlsens Council asked anyone 
to Join this aotorcade, they had done ao as an Individual and not 
aa a White Cltisen Council aesfcer and ha has heard northing of It* 

Bb aald to hi* knowledge ha has had no contact with 
any Eu Klux Elan officer* at any tlsn. 
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orsatloQ voluntarily: 



He Mid he baa never been a neither of any Ea One Dsn 
but m contacted in 1957 by an unknown Indirldual who done not 
re tide In Selaa, Ala. , to Join a local KLan. Be said be infused 
ne elao recalls that one night tvo nen vhose nans a be doea not 
know but who are not fron the Seine area cane by bin houee in 
abeeta and hooda and be vent vith then In their ear riding to 
BeLaa and out through country roads and back to bia houee. Wb ' 
said no activity took place and thia drive vas supposed to be 
for the purpose of encouraging bin to Join the dan. Be said 
be refused and baa never filed an application, never attended a 
neetlng, and never paid any duea to any KLan organisation. 




iiited that be did not knov tte 
Identitteg in any vay of the persons who had contacted Mm to 
Join the Elan, and could furnish no Information as to hov thay 
Cat hia nana or why they aelectad fcla to tec« a 
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s interviewed at 
SelniQf Alabama, 




lowing: 



<J. S. Kl 




idvised he was a former member of Klavern No, 47, 
lux Klan (USK, KKKK) for a short period of time 
idvised he could not recall the exact 
fotes ot his membership and st ated he attende d only two meetings prior to severing 
lis connection with the Klan. M J^d vised that during the period of 

i_e he belo nged to Klovern Nol^^I^beTieves that th^Exalte^CycIops was 
'but that he could not be certain of this. ^ ^ §Kg^^fcd vised that 
recall who any of the other members were aurin^m^eriod of time. 




advised that at the meetings he. attended there were only about ten 
x \ it teen members present. 





idvised that he could not recall where these meetings 
*ere held but stated that they were in the downtown area of Selm c, A lobe ma 
md that they were on the second floor of a building in this area 
idvised he did not know who held ownership of this hall nor any ol 
concerning its rental. 



was initiated into the Klan at a 
f p the time and place he 




Treating which ^was convened in 
Joes not recall. 




idvised that while he held membership in Klavern 
So. 47 he does not recol I any mention of violence or an^plan^iaving been 
node by the members to conduct violence of any type. I ^advised 
>e does not now have any knowledge that Kiavem No. 4/ is still in existence 
md stated he would be willing to notify the FBI should he receive any information 
egarding the reactivation of Klavern No. 47 or any contemplated violence by 
iny individuals in Selma, Alabama. 



observation: 



The following description was obtained through interrogation and 




AT2/65 



6t 



Selma, Alabama 




FlU I Mobile 105-17 SF 19 



Dot* dictated 



W65 



«tMDQ«tlooi mor ««eliilOH mt thm TBI. H 4m 



Dm proper FBI 



r-.7Jly l (. , wiV;.»wi' -wr ».•>.. pi 




Iwos contacted 

:md advised he was formerly a member of Klovem No, 47 ot the K>KXK. m^^§^^ 
urther advised he has not been active in the Klavern In over five years, anaT^as 
k> plans of reactivating in the Klan. 

r a I a _ * _ _l l I _ r a. -?i r 1^1 — kL. 

rurmer srarea ne Knows or no prewnr auiviry a muvqiii ^# 
md could tumish no information as to any activities now being engaged in by any 
Klavern. 
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Sel ma, Alabama 



?7 



Fll. « MAIL IOS-17 SF 1» 



1^ 



Date dictated 



1 O o cm — t contain* fctttW 
It «ad its coeltftU 



m»»4«tla*» ft tat e»eki»l«M •! tk« T%L Utathi proper TBI 
to 41«trUHit#4 nUMt fwm 



I 



MrrcmuiA 



m^ixj, rviNii?ni3 wr jnc ku klua nlaix # ir*» #r 

ALSO KNOWN AS THE U. S. KLANS (USK) 



A co.k-ra _^w:*_#J ~» rk^4^k„ lo loc/. *i * ci rxoiKi i cc ernAJA i»r\r ? i 

a new klan group in Atlanta , Georgia, in 1953. This organization received a corporate 
charter in Georgia in October, 1955, under the none U.S. Klons. The fame ., ^y,^,, ,^„,„ 
source, and a second source, advised in Ma/, I960, that U. S. Klons has no direct ^ 
rin with k..f ^tfU M iw — 

Hie klan kloran or ritual written in about 1915 by WILLIAM JOSEPH SIMMONS 
for use by the old Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (1915-1944). 



These sources advised that the U.S. K!ai 
objectives the promotion of Americanism, white supremacy and segregation of the 
races. On numerous occasions EDWARDS announced that these objectives would 
be attained by legal means and without violence. 



The first source and a third source advised in February, 1961, that at that 
time a split occurred in U.S. Klans, which resulted in a great majority of the 
officers and members pulling out ond forming a new klan group known as United 
'Jans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of America, Inc. — 

These sources advised in May, 1962, that U. S. Klans is almost out ; 7 ^ 

of existence and only a few units remain* - r - : -^^>.^M^^^ 
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